MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN THE COUNCIL

CHAMBER, THE MANOR HOUSE, BUNTINGFORD AT 8.15pm ON THURSDAY 31°T JULY 2025.

Present: Councillors D. Wallace, 6. Waite, S. Bowman, K. Harrington, P. Ricketts, M. Furness, Mrs P. Furness and
S. Bull.

Officer Present: J. Jones (Town Clerk) and A. Georgiou (Admin Officer)

Also Present: East Herts Councillor Mrs S. Nicholls and 3 members of the public.

The Chairman led prayers.

134. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.
Apologies from Councillors J. Noades, Mrs J. Danagher and G. Bonner.

135. TO RECEIVE MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.
No declarations.

136. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD AND AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE MINUTES
OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL HELD ON 25™ JUNE 2025.
Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was
RESOLVED
That the minutes are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them.

137. TO RECEIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN.
The Chairman read out the following report.

27/06/25 - BTC Civic Reception, well attended, many dignitaries and kind words of appreciation from
High Sherriff (letter) and BCC.

30/06/25 - Opened Ali's Attic in the High Street, pre-owned women's clothing and accessories.
04/07/25 - Attended Drama Groups production of Last Quiz Night on Earth

05/07/25 - Attended Edwinstree school summer fayre

05/07/25 - Attended Fox and Duck PH for their fundraising event in aid of NHS

12/07/25 - Summer Event and Buntingford in Bloom winner presentations

19/07/25 - Seth Ward Almshouse garden party - attended by Dept Mayor

20/07/25 - Garden party hosted by Rector of St Peter's Kirsty Wainwright

20/07/25 - Mayor of Sawbridgeworth Civic Service

22/07/25 - Judging and award presentations at Millfield school talent contest.

24/07/25 - BCC meeting at Cheese Plate. High street sustainability discussed.

27/07/25 - Unveiling of FINN memorial in LCG

Other matters of note

02/07/25 - Met with planning to draft our formal response of opposition to Hallam amended application.
24/07/25 - Safer streets TEAMS meeting to discuss recent funding allocations

31/07/25 - TEAMS OPCC briefing on Safer Streets

Forthcoming events

15/08/25 - VJ 80th Anniversary, short ceremony at memorial

138. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE POLICE.
The Chairman read out part of a report from the Police that had previously been circulated to Council.
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It was noted that the report was very informative.

It was reported that there had been an issue with damage to some trees at Hare Street Road Wildlife
Area today. The Chairman was hopeful to organise a meeting with the Police to discuss ongoing issues in
the area.

Tt was reported that Chief Inspector Matt Barton will soon be leaving and will not be replaced. It was
noted there will be one Chief Inspector who will serve East Herts and Broxbourne.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES
COMMITTEE HELD ON 3®° JULY 2025

NO RECOMMENDATIONS.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That the report of the meeting of the Amenities Committee meeting held on 3™ July 2025 be
adopted.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE RESOURCES
COMMITTEE HELD ON 10™ JULY 2025.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

THAT THIS COUNCIL GRANT £1,000 TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR TOWN EVENTS,
TO BE FUNDED FROM NEW HOMES BONUS.

THAT THIS COUNCIL GRANT UP TO £1,000 TOWARDS TO SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS
LUNCH, TO BE FUNDED FROM NEW HOMES BONUS.

THAT THIS COUNCIL GRANT £2850 TO BUNTINGFORD TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB FOR THE
2025 FIREWORK DISPLAY WITH AN AGREEMENT THAT 50% OF THE PROFITS ARE
RETURNED TO THE TOWN COUNCIL. TO BE FUNDED FROM NEW HOMES BONUS.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That the report of the meeting of the Resources Committee meeting held on 10™ July 2025 be
adopted.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That this Council grant £1,000 to the Chamber of Commerce for town events, to be funded from
new homes bonus.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That this council grant up to £1,000 towards to Senior Citizens Christmas lunch, to be funded
from new homes bonus.

With regards to the Football Club grant, the Chairman explained where the agreement for 50% of the
profits to be returned originated.

It was noted that a child ticket to the event is cheaper than an adult ticket, there was also a significant
cost saving for a family ticket. It was also stated that the event is free for children under a certain
age.

There was concern that this grant was oo much money.

It was explained that the football club send its accounts after the event and have reduced their costs.
Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

that this council grant £2850 to Buntingford Town Football Club for the 2025 firework display
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with an agreement that 50% of the profits are returned to the Town Council. To be funded from
new homes bonus.

TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE REPORTS OF THE MEETINGS OF THE PLANNING
COMMITTEE HELD ON 25™ JUNE 2025 AND 10™ JULY 2025.

NO RECOMMENDATIONS.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That the reports of the meetings of the Planning Committee meeting held on 25th June 2025 and
10™ July 2025 be adopted.

TO RECEIVE REPORT OF PAYMENTS MADE JULY 2025.
Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That the payments made July 2025 (copy attached) be accepted.

REPORT FROM A DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ON DISTRICT COUNCIL MATTERS.
Councillor Mrs S. Nicholls read out a report (Copy attached).

The Chairman invited Councillors to ask questions.

It was asked if there was any update on the five-year housing land supply.

Tt was stated that this is the time of year that it is reviewed and the District Council will have an
answer soon.

A member of the public stated that the lack of a five-year land supply is very concerning as it is the
main form of defence against speculative development. There is concern that even if East Herts refuse
planning applications, developers will appeal the decision because of the lack of a five-year land supply.
The member of public expressed concerns that the current administration at East Herts do not appear
to see the lack of a five-year land supply as a big enough issue, and it should be pressuring officers
more to get it sorted.

The member of the public also stated that he did not like East Hert's decision to split the fown into
wards at town council level and asked what the benefits are for doing so.

Councillor Nicholls stated that the current East Herts administration take the five-year land supply
very seriously, however new legislation is making it extremely difficult to obtain. It was noted that
there is a judicial review for a large development which is not helping the issue. It was also noted that
this is not just an issue in East Herts, but an issue that many councils across the country are facing.
Regarding the warding it was stated that Green Councillors are not whipped and can vote freely,
Councillor Nicholls stated that she explained her opinion at the East Herts meeting and this can be
viewed online. Councillor Nicholls stated that warding is not splitting the Council.

It was noted that some District Councillors attended the East Herts meeting where warding was
approved. It was stated that there were some very good arguments against warding, which would keep a
cohesive council working as a team. It was suggested that the Town Council did not need warding.

Councillor Nicholls stated that she felt the benefits of warding outweighed those of not warding and
she believed that it would mean better representation for each part of the town. It was noted that

there are very few councils across the UK that are not warded.

REPORT FROM THE COUNTY COUNCILLOR ON COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS.
No report.
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It was noted that there were plans to close Aspenden Road. This will now be traffic controlled during
the day and will only be a full closure at overnight.

TO AGREE RESPONSE TO AMENDED PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

3/24/0966/0UT LAND NORTH OF A507, WEST OF A10, BUNTINGFORD

AND

3/24/1255/0UT LAND SOUTH OF A507, WEST OF A10 BUNTINGFORD.

Councillor Bull spoke about a previous agenda item and stated that he has been on the Council for many
years and has always been reachable by members of the public, he did not feel warding gave the public
better representation.

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was

RESOLVED

That this Council agree the response to amended planning applications 3/24/0966/0UT and
3/24/1255/0UT.

TO AMEND STANDING ORDER NO 16 (E) TO REMOVE THE WORDS " UNDER NO
CIRCUMSTANCES MAY A VICE CHAIRMAN SERVE FOR MORE THAN TWO CONSECUTIVE
YEARS WITHOUT A BREAK OF AT LEAST ONE YEAR"

The Chairman stated that he believed it was an administration error to not amend the standing order
when it was changed for the Chairman many years ago.

Following a proposal, second and a vote of 7 in favour and 1 abstention it was

RESOLVED

that this council amend standing order no 16 (e) to remove the words " under no circumstances
may a Vice Chairman serve for more than two consecutive years without a break of at least one
year

TO CONSIDER ANY IMPLICATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE RECENT DECISION BY EAST
HERTS DISTRICT COUNCIL TO IMPOSE ELECTORAL WARDING ON THE TOWN OF
BUNTINGFORD.

The Chairman stated that he has spoken with Sawbridgeworth Town Council, which also had
representatives speak at the East Herts meeting and were also warded despite objecting to it.
Sawbridgeworth Town Council are looking into the issue further.

Buntingford Town Council were assured that a leaflet had been delivered to every house in the town as
part of the consultation, however most of the Town Councillors at the table stated that they had not
received a leaflet.

Councillor Nicholls reported that she has asked democratic services which houses the leaflet was
delivered to, and will share the answer with the Town Council.

It was also noted that electoral forecasts should have been published, however both Buntingford and
Sawbridgeworth fown councils have not received this.

It was asked if the decision is final. The Chairman stated that the decision has been made, but he is
unsure if the proper process has been followed by East Herts. Council have been assured the proper
process has been followed, but the question as to whether it has, has been asked by Sawbridgeworth
Town Council to East Herts. Sawbridgeworth have indicated that they are happy to share the response
they receive with the Town Council.

Councillors expressed their disappointment and anger at recent comments made on Facebook by an East
Herts Councillor, which they considered to be inaccurate, inappropriate and factually incorrect.

One member of the public who is an executive member at East Herts stated that her personal opinion is
that warding is beneficial for the town. It was reported that there will be a change in Council structure
and warding at town level will be a good thing.

It was suggested that the next elections are two years away and there is a long time to sort it out,
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there were concerns whether the Town Council are overreacting. It was noted that the decision has
been made already, despite opposition from the Town Council and there is no more fo sort out.

It was suggested that warding the fown would disenfranchise members of the public. They will now only
be able to vote for six councillors instead of 12.

The Chairman suggested that although Council are not happy with the decision it should only contest it
if it transpires that the proper process was not followed. It was suggested that when it comes to
voting, members have to accept that the vote will not always go the way they want it to. It was also
noted that the Town Council did respond to East Herts consultation and were opposed to the warding.

Councillor Nicholls stated that the Town Council's comments were taken on board.

The Chairman stated that if the Council as a whole respond to a consultation, then that response is the
Council's stance. Councillors are welcome to respond to consultations individually, but should do so as a
member of the public, not as a Town Councillor, as their personal views may be different from that of
the Council's.

It was suggested that in future, these sort of consultations should be done in person as many people are
not on social media, which seems to be the main platform for consultations. It was suggested that
Councils should work together and actively set up informal pop ups in busy areas in the town, such as the
High Street. It was noted that the Town Council did previously run weekly surgeries, however people
very rarely came in to discuss anything. It was reiterated that it would get interaction if it was a pop up
in a busy area of the fown. The car show and late night shopping were suggested as good events to get a
Council stall for members of the public o come along and ask questions.

TO INVITE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ASK QUESTIONS.
No questions.

Meeting Closed: 21:22
Next meeting of the Full Council 25™ September 2025.

: |Accounts paid:

Jul-25| Full Council Meeting: |31st July 2025

2 |Committee

Budget Payee Details Amount [Budget total Budget Bal Notes

Fuel |A.Jones Fuel 1150 200,00 156.69)

Town promotion [Matthews [Railing planters 700.00) lalloc reserves Part funded by HCC grant

trees |Oakleaf [Remove tree NRPF 280.00 8000.00| 6682.00|

Salaries Barclays |Salaries June 982346

Salaries [HMRC TaxNIC 3573.74

Sclaries lHee |5.Amn 3357.86

Salaries Barclays |Salaries July 9933.07

Salaries [HMRC [TaxNIC 3560.33 d .

s N T e

Grants B'ford Community Project (Grant 500.00 5000, oo‘ 275. ao‘

Pavilion (Gareth White [Electrics pavilion 770.00
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District Councillor Report — Buntingford Town Council 31 July 2025

1. Postal vote reapplication

A reminder that, following changes introduced by the Elections Act 2022, postal voters are now required to reapply for
their postal vote every three years. All postal voters who made their current application before 31 October 2023 are
required to reapply for their postal vote by 31 January 2026._Electoral Services will be contacting all those affected by
this change in the coming weeks explaining how to reapply. Electors will be contacted by email if we hold an email
address or by post if we do not.

More information and a list of FAQs can be found on the council's website.

2. New Waste Collection starts on 4 August

Areminder that the new waste service starts from the 4" August. Residents might already have received their new
bins. If there are any issues eg missing bins or too many bins, missing sticker pack, or damaged items please report
directly to East Herts Customer services at customer.services@eastherts.gov.uk

There is an FAQ on the East Herts website that will answer most questions East Herts Council will be writing to every
household ahead of the changeover to advise them of the revised collection days.

For households that require extra waste capacity for example a large family with young children or because of medical
need requiring disposal of sanitary items and you are not already registered with East Herts Council as requiring
additional services. Please visit www.eastherts.gov.uk/extracapacity to fill in an application form to request more
capacity.

3. Local Nature Recovery Strategy Consultation
The public consultation is now open for the Hertfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) draft which was
launched last week.

This strategy is the culmination of over 18 months of work by the Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership (HNRP),
with support from environmental and ecological experts, land managers and, as has been of notable value in East
Herts, the contribution of Town and Parish Councils, stakeholder organisations and community. Thank you to everyone
involved so for your contribution to supporting nature!

Here is the link to the LNRS web page where you can read the draft strategy and take part in the feedback:

Hertfordshire Local Nature Recovery Strategy public consultation | Hertfordshire County Council

The consultation will close on Monday 8th September at 11:45 pm.

During the consultation period, the LNRS team will also be holding four webinars to talk through some of the highlights
of the strategy, demo the map tool and provide an opportunity to ask questions. The same content will be presented in
each of the four sessions.

You can book your session on the LNRS consultation webpage — there are two remaining sessions:

* 19 August 2025, 12:00-13:30 PM
* 19 August 2025, 18:00-19:30 PM

The webinars are open to all, so please share this invitation with anybody you think may be interested and of course
do feel free to respond and join the sessions too.

4. Sustainability Fund grants available

The new waste management partner, Veolia, have £15,000 of sustainability and community funding available each
year for the duration of their contract with the East and North Herts Waste Partnership.

Up to £1,000 in funding is available per project and applicants can also request in-kind resources or volunteers to help
them deliver their project.

One standout project will receive a bumper grant of up to £5,000. This additional award will recognise a project that
demonstrates remarkable, long-term community impact. Simply opt in during the standard application process to be
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considered.

Environmental projects will need to meet at least one of the following criteria:
e Enhances biodiversity

e Promotes sustainable waste behaviours
e Protects the environment by using recycled, reused or reclaimed materials

Projects that strengthen the local community, including but not limited to employment support programmes,
rehabilitation projects, and youth development initiatives, are also welcomed.

Applications should be made via Veolia’s website at veolia.co.uk/Sustainability-Fund. The fund will be open for
applications until Tuesday 30 September.

4. Community Governance Review Recommendations
At Full Council on Wednesday 23 July members voted in favour of all final recommendations contained in the
Community Governance Review which included the warding of both Buntingford and Sawbridgeworth town councils.

5. Other News
There are two other news items that | have been involved in setting up as part of the new Buntingford Community
Project that might be of interest:

Men’s Shed Group

A new Men’s Shed Group has started in Buntingford which meets every Tuesday from 2pm to 4pm at the Manor
House and is run by Phil Ricketts. The aims of a Men’s Shed are to encourage people (not just men) to come together
to make, repair and repurpose, supporting projects in the local community. The group has only been going for a few
weeks and already has 15 members. The plan is to get together weekly to discuss plans, come up with project ideas
whilst trying to find a suitable shed space in or near Buntingford.

For more details contact Phil Ricketts email; *****¥*itkkkshikikik g phone: *¥xktkkkikiokioiik

Buntingford Repair Café

Over the past couple of months, the Buntingford Community Project (set up by Phil Ricketts, Madela Baddock and 1)
have put a call out for volunteers interested in joining us at our new repair café starting in Buntingford. We now have
enough volunteers with a range of repair skills to enable us to hold our first Repair Café at Seth Ward Community
Centre in Buntingford on 27 September from 2pm to 5pm. Items we can accept for repair include electrical and battery
items, general items including small furniture and toys, upholstery and clothing repairs, bike repairs and maintenance,
computer and laptop IT assistance and simple repairs and tool and knife sharpening.

There will also be a café serving tea, coffee and homemade cake with proceeds going towards hall hire and other
running costs.

Items needing repair need to be booked in in advance. Will have a dedicated Ticket Tailor webpage set up for each
repair café, until that is up and running repair bookings can be done by emailing Madela Baddock at
repaircafebuntingford@gmail.com
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