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Membership: Councillors Mrs T. Bonner (Committee Chairman), S. Bull (Deputy Committee Chairman), A. 

Huggins, S. Basra, Mrs S. Coote, G. Waite (Town Mayor) & P. Hay (Deputy Town Mayor). 

Present:  G. Waite (Town Mayor), S. Bull (Deputy Committee Chairman), Mrs S. Coote & S.Basra.  

Also Present: 1 member of the public.  

Officer in attendance Jill Jones (Town Clerk), Alexander Georgiou (Admin Officer) 

 

In the absence of the Committee Chairman, the Deputy Committee Chairman took the chair.  

 

152. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies from Councillor Mrs Bonner, Councillor Huggins & Councillor Hay  

 

153. TO RECEIVE MEMBER’S DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

S. Bull – Norfolk Road Playing Field.  

S. Basra – Flats above Post Office.  

 

154. TO RECEIVE A REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN. 

The Chairman stated that he had nothing to report. 

 

155. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD AND AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE MINUTES OF 

THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON 5TH JULY 2018. 

Following a proposal, second and a vote of 3 in favour and 1 abstention it was 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them. 

 

156. NORFOLK ROAD – TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO PAVILION, SKATE RAMPS AND ALL 

OTHER ISSUES RELATING TO NORFOLK ROAD PLAYING FIELD. 

Nothing to report 

  

157. SWCC – TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO THE SETH WARD COMMUNITY CENTRE GROUNDS, 

PITCHES AND PLAYGROUNDS INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF QUOTE FOR TREE WORK ALONG 

THE BOUNDARY OF PLAYING FIELD AND LUYNES RISE. 

The Clerk stated that the trees are beginning to encroach onto the footway bordering the field and Luynes 

Rise. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That a quote of £650 for works to reduce encroaching trees be accepted.  

 

 

158. HARE STREET ROAD PLAYING FIELD – TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO FIELD, PLAYGROUND 

AND WILDLIFE AREA INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF EMAIL FROM RESIDENT REQUESTING 

THAT VEHICLE ACCESS AT TOP OF PLAYING FIELD BE SURFACED. 

The Clerk reported that a member of the public had recently sent an email asking the council to consider 

surfacing the top entrance of the field. It was noted that the council may have to consider surfacing the 

entrance if tennis courts are ever to be put in the area. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That the Clerk responds to the email stating that the Council is not mindful to surface the path at 

this time but may consider surfacing the path in the future. 

 

 

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE MANOR HOUSE, BUNTINGFORD ON 6th SEPTEMBER 2018 

AT 7.30PM. 
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159. LAYSTON COURT GARDENS – TO DISCUSS ANY ISSUES RELATING TO LAYSTON COURT 

GARDENS. 

Councillor Waite stated that there had been two functions in the gardens over the summer holiday period. 

The first was a picnic in the park, which roughly 20 families attended, and the second was a barbeque in 

the park at which even more families had attended. Councillor Waite also stated that the general feedback 

he had received was how beautiful the gardens were and that they should be used more. Councillor Waite 

stated he was inspired to do more events next summer. 

 

160. TO HIGHLIGHT ANY ISSUES OF CONCERN AROUND THE TOWN INCLUDING CONSIDERATION 

OF REQUEST FROM RIGHTS OF WAY FOR A CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS RE-SURFACING 

FOOTPATH 36 BUNTINGFORD, SKIPPS MEADOW – FREMAN COLLEGE. 

The clerk reported that Rights of Way had received 3 quotes for the re-surfacing of footpath 36 and that 

Rights of Way had asked for a contribution towards the work. 

Councillor Bull stated that when he had met with a representative from Rights of Way there was no 

mention of any contribution from Buntingford Town Council. Councillor Bull suggested that the clerk writes 

to Rights of Way and explains that there was no indication of any contribution from Buntingford Town 

Council and that the Committee does not have a budget for maintenance of public footpaths. 

Following a proposal, second and unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That the Clerk responds to the Rights of Way Officer stating that the Town Council is unable to 

contribute to the cost of works to Footpath 36.  

 

After sending an email around to councillors, Councillor Waite presented the idea of a slab with engraved 

text which he suggested be laid at the War Memorial for the 100th anniversary of the signing of the 

Armistice. 

Councillor Bull stated that he supports the suggestion but believes the Council should inform The British 

Legion. 

Councillor Mrs Coote suggested that the Council reconsider the text to avoid repetition and reduce the 

cost. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was  

RECOMMENDED 

That this Council commissions a commemorative stone to mark the 100th Anniversary of the 

Armistice, to be laid at the War Memorial at a cost of approximately £945 to be funded from New 

Homes Bonus. 

 

Councillor Waite stated that he had received requests for ‘There but not There’ silhouettes to be placed 

at the War Memorial over the Remembrance weekend every year. The cost would be £750 including VAT 

each. 

 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RECOMMENDED 

That this Council purchases two silhouettes at a cost of £750 each to be funded from New Homes 

Bonus. 

 

The clerk reported that the council had received and email from a member of the public asking for more 

trees to be planted in the open spaces around the town and more planters in the High Street.  

The Clerk was asked to respond stating that there is to be significant tree planting at the new 

developments and the Council will review the situation once the new planting has taken place. Planters will 

be considered if there is a specific reason which becomes apparent, then consideration will be given to 

placing planters in the High Street. Project Phoenix are also looking at planters, trees and street furniture 

for the High Street. 
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161. REPORT ON CHURCHYARD AND NEW CEMETARY INCLUDING CONSIDERATION OF QUOTES FOR 

EXTRA WORK AT CHURCHYARD AND TO NOTE EMAIL FROM LOCAL RESIDENT REGARDING 

NEWLY SITED DOG BIN. 

Councillor Waite showed a video that he had recorded of the Causeway and the Churchyard, and 

highlighted his concerns of people parking in areas that were previously covered in dead wood prior to the 

clearance. Councillor Waite stated that he had spoken with Maydencroft who had provided two options to 

deal with the issue. The options were to either dig a ditch or to put logs along the edge of the graveyard.  

A member of the public had stated that if the Council purchases railway sleepers he will lay them along the 

side of the road. All three options are a similar cost. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That this Council purchases railway sleepers at a cost of £600 to be laid by a member of the public. 

 

The Clerk reported that Maydencroft had recommended a decay detection investigation on four Beech 

trees at the Churchyard at a cost of £1029.59. Councillors were not mindful to undertake this 

investigation at this time. 

 

A member of the public had requested that a recently installed dog bin adjacent to the Churchyard be 

moved to what he considers a better position. Members agreed that he may move the dog bin at his own 

cost and that the Council must be notified of the new position as the District Council has to be notified. 

 

 

162. TO CONSIDER REQUEST FROM BUNTINGFORD IN TRANSITION FOR COUNCIL SUPPORT FOR 

THE INITIATIVE TO ACHIEVE PLASTIC FREE COMMUNITY STATUS AND IF APPROVED TO 

APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE TO THE STEERING COMMITTEE. 

The Council has been asked to support an initiative for a Plastic Free Community Status. This would involve 

the Council supporting the venture and committing to plastic free alternatives on the Council premises. 

Additionally a Town Councillor would have to join the Steering Committee. 

It was agreed that the Council will support the initiative but cannot commit to a Councillor joining the 

Steering Group. The Clerk was asked to contact other Councillors to ascertain whether there was a 

volunteer to sit on the Steering Group. 

 

 

163. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY (IF AVAILABLE). 

No members present 

 

 

164. TO INVITE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE MEETING. 

A member of the public present spoke very highly of Maydencroft and recommended the council consider 

using the contractor for any future works. 

 

Meeting closed 8:39pm. 

 

Next scheduled meeting of the Amenities Committee Thursday 4th October 2018 7.30pm. 


