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Membership: Councillors S. Bull, Mrs J. Danagher M. Furness, Mrs P. Furness (Chairman), K. Harrington, P. 

Ricketts (Deputy Chairman) & D. Wallace. 

Present:  Councillors Mrs P. Furness, D. Wallace, Mrs J. Danagher, P. Ricketts, S. Bull, M. Furness & K. 

Harrington (19:16). 

Officers in attendance: J. Jones (Town Clerk) & A. Georgiou (Admin Assistant)  

 

 

87. TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

No apologies. 

 

88. TO RECEIVE MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

No declarations.  

 

89. TO APPOINT A DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE FOR THE ENSUING 

COUNCIL YEAR. 

Following a proposal, second, no other nominations and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That P. Ricketts is appointed Deputy-Chairman of the Amenities Committee for the ensuing Council 

year. 

 

90. TO RECEIVE A REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN. (NO DECISIONS MAY BE MADE). 

The Chairman stated that there was a lot to discuss, but it would all come up throughout the meeting.  

 

91. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD AND AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE MINUTES 

OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5TH JUNE 2025. 

Following a proposal, second and a vote of four in favour and two abstentions it was 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them. 

 

92. ACTIONS FROM 5TH JUNE 2025 MINUTES. 

 

a. P. Ricketts to continue pursuing litter pick equipment with East Herts. 

It was reported that in order to get the equipment from East Herts, a simple online form needs to 

be completed. No date was set for the next community litter pick.  

b. Clerk to get quote to remove fallen tree at NRPF. 

The tree has been cleared.  

c. Clerk to contact HCC Cllr T. Smith regarding path and hedge. 

The Clerk reported the path and hedge to Highways, no response has been received.   

d. Councillor M. Furness to contact Cricket Club re benches. 

The Cricket Club have not painted the benches, Pete Townsend spoke with M. Furness and agreed to 

chase it up with the Cricket Club committee.     

e. Clerk to get quote for hedge and tree at SWCC playing field. 

It was suggested that the tree policy should always be referred to first, however it was suggested 

that there will be some exceptions. In this instance, there were concerns that the tree has been 

made unsafe by a resident cutting it back themselves.  

A. Georgiou is meeting a contractor on Monday to discuss the tree and hedge.  

 

K. Harrington joined the meeting (19:16). 

 

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE OF BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, MANOR HOUSE, BUNTINGFORD ON 3RD JULY 2025 AT 7:00PM. 
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93. TREE MANAGEMENT. 

It was agreed to move “Tree Management” to the next agenda item.  

There was still hope to plant some trees at the cemetery, however it was agreed to let the new 

contractors settle, and review it in a few months. It was noted that there was a planting plan when the 

cemetery was created.  

There was concern that there may not be enough money in the tree maintenance budget, and it was 

suggested that this may need to be increased next year. 

It was suggested that with all the requests coming in for tree work, it may be worth having a designated 

tree officer, who can be the initial point of contact for all tree / hedge requests to then be reported 

back to Council with a recommendation. It was suggested this should be a member of the Amenities 

Committee. Councillor Ricketts agreed to do this. It was noted this will not be a decision making role.  

 

94. LAYSTON COURT GARDENS – TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO LAYSTON COURT GARDENS 

INCLUDING UPDATE ON PURCHASE OF FREEHOLD. 

The purchase of the gardens has now been completed.  

It was reported that there is a damaged bench in the garden. The Clerk has already investigated this, 

the manufacturer no longer produces this bench, so a replacement slat cannot be found.  

 

95. TO DISCUSS LOCAL NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY AND THE INCLUSION OF THE RIVER RIB 

TO THE LNRS MASTER SITE MAPPING AND POTENTIAL GREEN SPACES SURVEY. 

It was suggested that Buntingford may have been too late to get involved with the first survey. It is still 

ongoing and will go to consultation soon. The request has been made to include the River Rib.  

 

A quote of roughly £3,200 was received from Herts and Middlesex Wildlife Trust (HMWT) to undertake 

surveys on all of the Town Council’s green spaces. It was explained that this came about due to problems 

at Hare Street Road Wildlife Area. Although Capel Manor are still coming to do work on the site, they 

are not visiting as much as initially thought. It was suggested that the survey should be done on all areas 

so that a 5-10 year plan can be made for all the green spaces in the town that the Town Council own.  

It was noted that most of the green space is playing fields.  

The survey will say what the best thing to do in each area is, taking into account what the space is 

predominantly used for.  

It was suggested that Council need to be sure they are happy to work with HMWT before agreeing to the 

survey, as if the Council does not agree to a plan that HMWT suggest the survey will be a waste of 

money. It was unsure how much it would cost to carry out whatever plan comes from the survey, however 

it was stated that there may be grant funding available. It was also stated that there may be an 

opportunity to get voluntary groups involved.  

There was also concern that Capel Manor will become alienated. It was noted that Capel Manor have said 

they would welcome HMWT’s involvement.  

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That this Council spend £2598.50 (ex VAT) on ecology surveys to be undertaken by Herts and 

Middlesex Wildlife Trust, funded from Amenities General Reserves.    

 

96. NORFOLK ROAD - TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO THE NORFOLK ROAD PAVILION, SKATE 

RAMPS, MUGA AND ALL OTHER ISSUES RELATING TO NORFOLK ROAD PLAYING FIELD. 

It was reported that there has been an issue with the new roller shutters. One of the handles has been 

snapped off and the shutter is now stuck in the open position. The company that installed the shutters 

are not responding to emails or phone calls. Pete Townsend is currently looking for someone else to make 

the shutter operational again. Councillor M. Furness agreed to phone P. Townsend and it was agreed that 

if nothing has been organised, Councillor M. Furness will contact a local High Street trader to see if they 

can help.  
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97. SWCC - TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO THE SWCC GROUNDS, PITCHES AND 

PLAYGROUNDS. 

It was suggested that the fair was very quiet this year and not as well attended as previous years.  

 

98. HARE STREET ROAD PLAYING FIELD - TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO FIELD, 

PLAYGROUND AND WILDLIFE AREA INCLUDING UPDATE ON WORKS TO THE WILDLIFE AREA. 

It was noted that it is now extremely unlikely that an access road can be created onto the playing field, 

making it very difficult to complete aspirational projects.  

An email was circulated explaining that the zip-wire had been flagged as a medium risk in the latest 

playground inspection. This is due to the distance between the bottom of the seat and the ground. It was 

estimated that it would cost £600-800 to resolve the issue by digging out the ground underneath the 

cable.  

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That this Council accept an estimate of £600-800 to remove the grass mats, dig out the ground 

and re-install the grass mats at the zip wire.  

 

99. BOVIS AMENITY LAND – TO DISCUSS ISSUES RELATING TO ALL AREAS OF THE AMENITY 

LAND. 

To be discussed with the River Rib.  

 

100. LAYSTON CEMETERY. – TO DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ANY ISSUES RELATING TO LAYSTON 

CEMETERY. 

The new contractor has now started. Additional planting will be looked at in the future.  

 

101. HARE STREET ROAD GARDENERS ASSOCIATION – UPDATE. 

The association has just had its AGM. All allotments are occupied. There was some discussion about 

insurance and what Council is insured for.  

The association have recently purchased a rotavator with S106 funds.  

 

102. TO HIGHLIGHT ANY ISSUES OF CONCERN AROUND THE TOWN. 

There was concern that there has been an increase in graffiti throughout the town. It was also reported 

that someone has damaged the noticeboard at the top of Aspenden Road.  

Council was already aware that the public toilets have had to be closed due to vandalism.  

Flyposting is also occurring in quite a few places in the town.  

Another bollard has been knocked over in the High Street.  

A complaint had been received about the positioning of one planter in the High Street, because it was 

preventing delivery vehicles getting access to a property. The bollard has been moved by one meter.  

 

103. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM MEMBERS OF THE RIVER RIB RESTORATION GROUP. 

The group are currently looking at reach three which runs from the London Road Bridge to the Luynes 

Rise Bridge. The main concerns in the section are the weir and the bank erosion at the Bovis Amenity 

Land. The Environment Agency have been very receptive of the latest plans that have been submitted. 

The group are now looking at funding avenues. It has been suggested that a ball park figure for the 

highest specification of work is £200,000. 

 

104. TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE S106 OUTDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES WORKING PARTY AND 

CONSIDER ANY RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE WORKING PARTY. 

The S106 group have not met for a while. It was suggested that a re-think is needed. There are also 

suggestions that Herts County Council will now be building the 3G pitch at Freman which the Town Council 

had pledged £250,000 of S106 contribution towards. It is unsure if this funding will still be needed to 

complete the project.  
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105. TO INVITE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE MEETING. 

None present.  

 

 

 

Meeting closed 20:45 

 

Next scheduled meeting of the Amenities Committee Thursday 4th September 2025 7.00pm. 

 

Actions to be taken 

M. Furness to contact P. Townsend regarding pavilion shutters.  

 


