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Overview of the
2015/2016 Civic Year
From Town Mayor 2015/2017

Councillor John Noades
Whilst a lack of a five year housing supply in
the District prevented us from limiting the
development, we must now ensure that the
town sees some benefit from the volume of
new houses being built. The Town Council

It was an honour to be elected
Mayor for a third term in May 2015
and I thank my fellow Councillors
for their faith in me.

will work hard to make sure this happens.

My first official function in the town was

the land is currently farmed. It’s expected

to host the Civic Reception at the Manor
House June 2015. Two of our long standing
Councillors and former Mayors, Eunice
Woods and Jean Cook, were made Freemen
of the Town and were presented with
certificates by Graham Bonner former
Mayor and Councillor, as both had stood
down towards the end of his year in office.
This is the first time this honour has been
awarded. Our assistant Town clerk, Eddie
Plume, also retired and a presentation was
made to him by myself. The Civic Reception
is held annually to thank the voluntary
organisations in the town who provide
the wealth of clubs and societies that
help make the town such a pleasant place
to live.
A lot of time in the past year has
been taken up with yet more planning
applications and the Neighbourhood Plan.

Much work has also been undertaken on
the new cemetery which is planned for the
land adjacent to the existing churchyard,
that a planning application will be
submitted in the near future. The shared
space scheme is now known as the Phoenix
Project and the working party are making
progress on this. The group’s primary
concern is to improve the High Street
from Vicarage Road to Baldock Road and
plans and a model have been produced to
facilitate fund raising
During the year I was privileged to
represent Buntingford at many Civic
Services and receptions in East and North
Herts. Other notable events during the
past year include laying a wreath at the
National Arboretum in Staffordshire on
behalf of the Town, laying a wreath on
our own War Memorial on remembrance
Sunday and taking part in the Lights of
Love Ceremony for the Isabel Hospice at
The Manor House, the Classic Car Show
and presenting the awards. September

last year saw me in Olvega at Fiesta
time, during which I was asked to do an
impromptu TV interview. Very awkward
when you can’t speak Spanish but somehow
we managed. June this year is the tenth
anniversary of Twinning with Olvega. I
had the privilege of signing the original
documents at the Carnival in 2006. I have
recently returned from a visit to Luynes,
my first. 2018 will be the 40th anniversary
of Twinning with Luynes. Both visits were
with the Buntingford Twinning Group and
I represented our Town as Mayor. These
visits were made at no cost to the Council.
I haven’t mentioned all the events that
I have attended, a large number of them to
raise money for charities. But if you
are interested a list is available at the
Clerk’s Office.
The Youth Council is still in existence
and meets regularly at the Manor House,
I also try to attend these meetings, and
their project to install exercise equipment
on Norfolk road playing field is now
complete and available for use by the
public. This equipment was funded from
the New Homes Bonus. I would encourage
anyone aged 11 to 18 years old to think
about joining the Youth Council, apart
from being very rewarding, membership
provides a worthwhile inclusion for

personal statements
for university admission
or CV’s for job applications. If
you’re interested contact the Clerk’s Office
at The Manor House.
The Council has maintained the Band
D precept charge, this has now been
maintained for the past 8 years.
Details of available grant funding is
included at the end of this document, the
Town Council sets aside funds to help out
the many organisations in the town. If your
group needs some help, I would encourage
you to submit an application for grant
funding to the Town Council.
Finally my thanks go to Sergeant Wallace
and his team including the PCSO’s for
looking after us and making regular
reports at Full Council meetings, the Fire
and Rescue service hopefully not called
out too often, my Deputy Councillor Waite
and all Councillors for supporting me, our
Town Clerk Jill Jones and Assistant Conor
Matthews. My apologies if I have forgotten
anyone.

John Noades
Town Mayor 2015/2017

Buntingford
Town Council
Services
Youth Council
The Town Council facilitates the

The Manor House

Buntingford Youth Council, which in the
past has won awards for its work. The

As well as housing the offices of the Town

Youth Council gives a voice to our younger

Council, the Manor House is home to the

residents and helps bridge the generation

East Herts Citizens Advice Service and

gap by holding regular events for the Senior

offices on all floors are leased to local

Citizens. More recently the Youth Council

businesses. The Council Chamber is used

have teamed up with the Council to install

for Council meetings, MP’s Surgeries, Civil

an Outdoor Gym at Norfolk Road Playing

Ceremonies and hired out to businesses for

Fields; an idea that was brought up and

meetings, seminars and conferences. It is

researched by themselves and paid for with

also used as Buntingford’s polling station

New Homes Bonus funds.

during elections. We have had a number
of marriages and civil partnerships to date

Visitor Information

and more are scheduled.

The Town Council runs a comprehensive

Local people have found the Manor House
to be an ideal venue for a more intimate
ceremony in their home town.

Monday Market
Unlike the other towns in the District, the
Monday Charter Market is facilitated at a
local level by the Town Council. The market
draws in visitors from the outlying villages
and brings much needed business to the
town. The Town Council has decided to help
stall holders by not charging them for their
pitch. The market is now as busy and as
popular as ever.

Visitor Information Point in the Manor
House reception area. Visitors can
access information on many local tourist
attractions as well as information on local
buses. The Clerk’s Office is always willing to
help by surfing the internet.

Seth Ward Community Centre
Buntingford War Memorial

The Seth Ward Community Centre is used

The Town Council maintains the much

by many local organisations for a variety

valued Town War memorial undertaking
twice yearly planting around the edges of
the memorial and ensuring it is kept clean
and tidy. The War Memorial is also the main
point for the town’s remembrance services,

of classes and events. The centre is also
hired for private use for parties etc. The
centre benefits from two professionally
maintained football pitches which are
regularly used by senior and youth football

which are always extremely well attended.

teams, and a children’s playground. A

Norfolk Road Playing Field

Bramble Hill Children’s Centre.

Buntingford Town Council is responsible

Hare Street Road Playing Field

for the Norfolk Road Playing Field and the
many facilities provided in the area. This
includes a large children’s playground and
skate ramps. The Multi Games Area is very
popular for regular and ad hoc bookings
with football teams from in and around
Buntingford. The Buntingford Tennis Club

recent addition to the facility houses the

An informal recreation area the field is also
home to the Buntingford Wildlife Area, a
haven for birds and wildlife and open to the
public. There is a playground suitable for
the younger age children.

also regularly use the area. Hire rates are

Layston Court Gardens

very reasonable and details are available

The Town Council leases Layston Court

from the Clerk’s Office. The area is also
home to Buntingford Cricket Club. A new
outdoor gym has also been installed, which
is suitable for older children & adults.

Gardens from East Herts District Council.
The formal gardens are maintained to
a high standard providing a place for
reflection and relaxation.

Millennium Clock
Standing at the busy junction of the
High Street and Baldock Road, the Town
Council marked the turn of the Millennium
by commissioning a three sided clock. A
recognised landmark in the town.

Summary of Accounts

The Town Council was pleased to maintain the Band D Precept request; there has been no
increase for 8 years. Below is a précis of the 2015/2016 Income and Expenditure.

Precept
Reimbursed Agency Services
Interest
Grants received
Market

Year End 31/3/15

Year End 31/3/16

197,599.52

204,085.00

10,275.12

10,165.86

1,780.61

2,150.92

8,628.48

6,700.00

0.00

0.00

225.00

225.00

Manor House

4,4969.71

50,680.56

Youth Council

0.31

0.50

Amenities

Misc. Income

64.30

4.00

S106 Funding

31,506.00

0.00

New Homes Bonus

64,135.00

80,566.00

MUGA Income
Community Transport
Total Income
General Admin
Agency Services
S137 Grants
Capital Spending

9,466.50

9,778.00

0.00

2,500.00

368,650.55

366,855.84

185,080.95

160,914.88

10,275.12

10,165.86

0.00

0.00

4,670.00

4,274.00

Loans Int/Principal

20,231.90

19,113.82

Grants Given

10,134.00

111,52.85

Market Running

449.41

0.00

SWCC Subsidy & Expenditure

5,000.00

5,000.00

Amenities

32,996.31

60,589.96

Youth Council
New Homes Bonus - spend
Total Expenditure

420.00

61.73

10,715.89

38,474.50

279,973.58

309,747.60

B/fwd

401,586.77

490,263.74

Income

368,650.00

366,855.84

Expenditure
C/FWD

279,973.58

309,747.60

490,263.74

547,371.98

Neighbourhood Plan
After almost three years of hard work from
many people, the Buntingford Community
Area Neighbourhood Plan has finally
been submitted to East Herts Council for
its second round of Public Consultation.
Following this consultation period, the plan
will be sent for examination which will be
followed by Referendum. Providing 50% of
the vote is in favour of the plan, the final
piece in the puzzle is for East Herts Council
to adopt the plan as an official material
planning consideration.
The Town Council sincerely thank the
many people who have played a part in
the production of the plan. Although too
late to affect the significant amount of
proposed development, it’s hoped that the
Neighbourhood Plan will protect our open
spaces and impact on design and detail of
developments.

Planning & Development

impact on the layout of the developments
and the size of the dwellings.
McCarthy & Stone have submitted plans
for 25 Retirement Bungalows on part of
the land north of The Park Farm Industrial
Estate, plans for the remainder of the
land are expected imminently. The Bovis
Application to the west of the town has yet
to be heard by East Herts District Council,
this too is expected in the near future.
A major concern to residents is the lack of
infrastructure, we have done our utmost
to make representation to Herts County
Council, which is the main infrastructure
provider, to ensure that necessary
infrastructure is provided in a timely
manner, this is proving to be a challenge.
On a more positive note, most of the
developments will come with contributions
for Outdoor Sports Facilities, these funds
will be managed by the Town Council and
we are determined to spend every penny
on new and enhanced sports facilities in

The well documented development in

Buntingford. We are also working hard to

Buntingford has kept everyone at the Town

secure developer contributions towards

Council busy over the past year. Appeals

the Buntingford Community Area Transport

were upheld for Wheatley Homes Areas

(CAT). This will provide a hopper style bus

2 & 3 and also for 56 dwellings on land

into the town and the Community Centre

at Aspenden Bridge. We expect Reserved

and will also assist those living in the

Matters applications to be submitted for

outlying villages to access the facilities in

these three developments and hopefully

the town.

our Neighbourhood Plan will have an
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Sign up to our NEW online newsletter by entering this
link into your web browser: https://goo.gl/WH0IAo
Grants to Local Organisations
During the year 2015/2016 the Town Council was able to make grants to local
organisations. These are as follows.
Senior Citizens Club

£500

Cricket Club

£485

Women’s Institute

£200

Community Garden

£250

East Herts Council

£200

Air Ambulance

£500

Twinning Association

£500

Layston School

£1,200

Buntingford Town F.C

£500

Chamber of Commerce

£,1000

Senior Citizens Xmas Party

£800

Buntingford Collective

£500

Buntingford Carnival

£600

Citizens Advice Bureau

£2,670

Layston Churchyard

£500

The Town Council has a dedicated budget for grants to local
organisations. Application forms can be downloaded from the
Council web site on

www.buntingford-tc.gov.uk

