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MINUTES OF THE BUNTINGFORD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT THE SETH WARD 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, BUNTINGFORD ON THURSDAY 18TH APRIL 2013 AT 7.45PM 

 

Present: Councillors S.Bull (Town Mayor), Mrs E.Woods, Mrs D.Lemay, Mrs T.Bonner, J.Ling (Deputy Town 

Mayor), and G.Bonner.  

 43 Residents of Buntingford. 

 1 Member of Buntingford Youth Council 

 Inspector Hunt,Sgt D. Wallace, 

 1 member of the press 

 

The Chairman of the Council, Councillor Bull, took the Chair. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were tendered by Oliver Heald MP, Councillor Mrs Cook and Councillor D.Ginn. 

 

2. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 

19TH APRIL 2012. 

Following a proposal, second and unanimous vote the Minutes were approved. 

 

3. TO INVITE QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR REGARDING SUBMITTED REPORTS FROM  

 LOCAL ORGANISATIONS. 

 There were no questions. 

 The Chairman thanked all of those involved in the many voluntary organisations around the town. 

 

4.  OVERVIEW OF THE COUNCIL YEAR BY COUNCILLOR BULL – TOWN MAYOR. 

 Councillor Bull reported as follows: 

“Good evening everyone and welcome to Buntingford’s Annual Town Meeting. I have been honoured to 

serve as Town Mayor for a second busy year which has included representing Buntingford at several 

civic services and receptions at other towns in the District. In October the 2nd Buntingford Civic 

Service was held at St Peter’s Church and in November the well attended Service of Remembrance 

where I had the honour of laying the wreath on behalf of the Town and the Council. 

It has been a busy year for the town and amongst other events the Buntingford Carnival took place in 

June as well as the Diamond Jubilee Street Party and the first ever Buntingford Olympics. I would like 

to thank those few people who made these events such a success. 

This year saw the opening of the refurbished Wildlife Area at Hare Street Road Playing Field and the 

long awaited refurbished Multi Games Area, both of these benefitted from S106 developer 

contributions. The Multi Games Area was a challenge for the Council as we had to provide a facility that 

was suitable for tennis and football, this was solved by laying a sand filled surface and fitting removable 

tennis nets and posts. The facility has proved very popular and is fully booked every weekday evening 

throughout the winter months. 

The Town Council appreciates the diverse range of groups and organisations we have in the town and 

with a limited grant budget we have been able to assist amongst others, the Cricket Club, Layston and 

Edwinstree Schools, the Senior Citizens Club, The local Police, Town Football Club, Chamber of 

Commerce and the Fire Station. As I said the budget is limited but if your organisation needs 

assistance, please ask and our Resources Committee will be happy to consider it. 

I mentioned last year the receipt of the New Homes Bonus which was in the region of £19,000. To date 

we have issued some of these funds to the Chamber of Commerce who owing to new EU regulations had 

to change the light fittings in many of the Town’s Christmas lights. We see this as a benefit to everyone 

in the Community and hope you agree that this year’s display was as good as ever. 

 

The most pressing and immediate problem that has faced us over the past year is the issue of 

development. We have received two significant planning applications outside of the development limits 

and I’m sure there are more to come. I do not intend to go further into this as I have asked the 

Chairman of the Planning Committee, Graham Bonner to speak this evening on this issue. I will however 
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say that the Town Council is doing all in its power to ensure that development is controlled in a manner 

that is best for Buntingford. 

Unfortunately this year saw the resignation of three of our Councillors – John Warren, Brian Austin and 

Surjit Basra, all three of whom have been sorely missed by the Council, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank them all and wish them the very best for the future.  

Elections to fill the three vacancies will be on the 2nd May where we have five candidates. I would 

encourage you all to vote on the day, not only for the Town Council candidates, but also the District and 

County nominees. 

Finally I would like to thank my fellow Councillors and Council staff for supporting me during the past 

year and the many organisations in the town for making Buntingford the thriving community that it is. 

I now hand over to Graham.” 

 

5. PRESENTATION FROM COUNCILLOR G.BONNER – HOW THE TOWN COUNCIL IS 

APPROACHING EMERGING DEVELOPMENT POLICIES FROM EAST HERTS COUNCIL. 

Councillor Bonner explained the current position regarding development plan documents emerging from 

East Herts Council and stated that the Town Council has formed an alliance with the Civic Society, 

Chamber of Commerce and BARD to put a document together looking at possible development sites, 

their suitability and the corresponding amenities. Hopefully this will be put to East Herts Council after 

it has been scrutinised by the public. 

To ensure going forward that we are best covered, we have engaged a planning consultant to be used as 

necessary. The Council can deal with 80 – 85% of planning matters but there are areas we do not have 

expertise in and will need an expert. This is funded by the Town Council and the Civic Society, 

The Town Council has also formed a Working Party to look at the implications of creating a 

Neighbourhood Plan, which is the best weapon to help us with anything East Herts produce. This will be 

a lengthy and costly process and will take a minimum of 18 months. The initial work has started and will 

be presented to the town when more details are available. 

 

D.Cooper – Stated that there are new facts in the Taylor Wimpey appeal. The Mercury quotes that East 

Herts is desperately short of water, surely when new plans come in there is an assumption that water 

services are satisfactory, in isolation this is true but take all the developments together and it cannot 

be true. 

Member of the Public – Expressed concern with the ability of the schools to cope with more pupils. 

Member of the Public – Stated that when the by-pass had been built, it was said that any development 

would be between the old A10 and the new by-pass. 

 

The Chairman announced that County Councillor Jane Pitman would be retiring in May, he thanked 

Councillor Mrs Pitman for her hard work over the years and presented her with a bouquet of flowers. 

 

6. QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR. 

M.Taylor – Asked what measures were being taken in Bunters to minimise noise levels from the Campbell 

Hall. The Clerk explained. 

D.Cooper – Stated that there is a substantial level of pot holes in the District, they appear to be 

repaired but break down quickly, is there a method of monitoring this? 

 

Sgt Wallace apologies for being late and introduced Inspector Hunt. 

Inspector Hunt reported that it has been a busy year which included the Olympics, the Jubilee 

celebrations, a serious incident within East Herts and a critical incident in Bishop’s Stortford. Also, an 

enforcement operation at Little Hadham traffic lights where amongst others a school bus was stopped 

for jumping the lights and also being overloaded. 

There is an increase in Officers in the town and reported crimes stand at 4926, 809 less than the 

previous year. 

Operation Panther, an initiative to deal with anti social behaviour has been successful, where 90% of 

those issued with a letter from the Police do not re-offend. 

Operation Stomp is aimed at protecting vulnerable people living alone. 
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Sgt Wallace reported that there has been a 28.5% reduction in reported crime in the Buntingford area 

due to the staff working out of Buntingford. Buntingford has a great history of community events – Car 

Show, Carnival, Charity Football Match etc., which will be a challenge this year. 

 

Councillor Mrs Woods thanked the Police team for looking after the town. 

  

D.Milne (Scouts) – Referred to a recent incident at the Scout Hut and stated that the Police arrived 

promptly and three people have been apprehended. Thanks to the Police for their work and hopefully 

the Scouts can work with Freman College and the Police to bring something positive from this incident. 

 

In response to a question from the Chairman, Sgt Wallace stated that PCSO’s are pivotal to 

neighbourhood Policing, 50% of the population of East Herts live outside of the towns and if Sgt 

Wallace lost his PCSO’s if would affect the level of policing delivered, effectively halving the staff 

allocation. 

 

Cllr R.Cheswright – Referred to speeding motor cyclist on the A10. 

 

The Chairman thanked the Police for attending. 

 

Meeting closed 8.55pm. 

 


