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Membership: Councillors D.Ginn, B.Austin (Deputy Committee Chairman), R.Bennett, Mrs E.Woods, 

G.Bonner, J.Warren (Committee Chairman), S.Bull (Town Mayor), J.Ling (Deputy Town 

Mayor). 

 

Present: Councillors J. Warren, S.Bull, J.Ling, D.Ginn and G.Bonner.  

Officer in attendance: Jill Jones (Town Clerk). 

Also in attendance: 9 members of the public. 

 

386. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

Apologies from Councillors Austin and Mrs Woods. 

 

387. TO RECEIVE MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 

No declarations. 

 

388. TO RECEIVE A REPORT AND UPDATE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

The Chairman stated that those present may be aware that a newsletter produced by BARD had 

been distributed throughout the town which made reference to the Town Plan. 

The Chairman reported that he had contacted the Chairman of BARD because he felt the wording 

‘Informal Town Plan’ was not appropriate. The Chairman of BARD has issued a notice correcting the 

wording stating that the Town Plan was formally published by the Town Council, but was not a 

statutory document like the Local, District and Neighbourhood Plans. 

The Chairman thanked BARD for their statement and stated that we have to let the people know the 

Town Plan was a document produced by 14 individuals who had been careful not to determine 

particular sites as they did not want to give land owners any support or direction. 

It is hoped that by April all the relevant reflections, amendments and maybe the views of the Town 

Council are taken into account. 

We should emphasise that both the Planning Committee and the Town Council must ensure we go to 

our base roots, there is a duty to the town as a whole. 

 

Councillor Bull expressed concern that if the BARD newsletter has gone to members of the public 

they need to be aware of the correction, the Clerk was asked to record the correction and notify 

the press. 

 

389. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD AND AUTHORISE THE CHAIRMAN TO SIGN THE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON 10TH JANUARY 

2013. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That the minutes are a true record and the Chairman was authorised to sign them. 

 

390. TO CONSIDE THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

3/12/1142/FP 

Demolition of two front projections on western elevation and conversion of workshops to form 2 

no. two bed residential units. 

Rear of 4-6 High Street, Buntingford – Amended Plans. 

Following a proposal, second and a vote of 4 in favour and 1 against it was 

RESOLVED 

That there are no objections to the proposals. 

 

3/13/0085/FP/FM 

REPORT OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE OF BUNTINGFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, THE MANOR HOUSE, BUNTINGFORD,31st JANUARY 2013 

AT 7.10PM. 
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New additional site access to serve dwelling (approval 3/12/0674/FP) 

Bridewell House, Wyddial Road, Buntingford. 

It was noted that the plans also include revision to size of garage and the formation of room in roof 

with conservation roof lights, details of which were not provided. 

Mr Cooper (Civic Society) stated that he understood the need for additional access as there are 

concerns regarding overnight parking in Wyddial Road. This is further evidence that proposals such 

as those submitted by Taylor Wimpey seeking use of the Causeway should not be permitted. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That there are no objections to the additional access. 

 

391. TO RECEIVE DETAILS OF ANY PLANNING DECISIONS. 

3/12/1040 Former Sainsbury’s Distribution Depot, London Road, Buntingford. 

Outline Permission Granted with conditions. 

 

392. TO CONSIDER DOCUMENT ENTITLED PREPARATION OF BUNTINGFORD RESPONSE TO 

PART I OF EAST HERTS DISTRICT PLAN. 

Councillor Warren stated that an informal document has been produced by a group calling themselves 

the Neighbourhood Planning Group. Councillor Warren further stated that he would like the name to 

be re-considered because a Neighbourhood Planning Group would have to be the responsibility of the 

Council. It isn’t a Neighbourhood Planning Group but an informal group that has produced some 

evidence. 

Councillor Bull stated that he was at the hem of this. Mr Cooper had asked to form a working group 

to identify areas capable of taking development. Councillor Bull explained that he had delegated the 

Clerk to take his place and he was sure that her input had been vital. It was a good document and the 

group should be congratulated on what they’ve done. It was going to go through Planning and Full 

Council. 

Councillor Ling stated that it is a well written document with cohesive arguments. The problem is we 

didn’t have any input until the last Planning meeting, the only objection is we were not kept in the 

loop. 

Councillor Mrs Lemay stated that it is a great shame that no member of the Council was represented 

on the group. The Mayor says it is democratic but Councillor Mrs Lemay stated that she did not 

remember a vote, it should have come to Committee beforehand and the document undermines what 

has happened in the Town Plan and it is not understood why it has been produced. 

Councillor Warren stated that he felt Councillor Bonner had put himself in a difficult position, the 

points have been made. 

Councillor Bonner responded that he wasn’t sure what the argument was about. A Neighbourhood Plan 

will always be at odds with the Town Plan, they are two different documents. This document was 

produced out of an action of Full Council Planning which met in September. At the end of the meeting 

Mr Cooper spoke of the Jed Griffiths document and said it was essential recommendation three was 

acted on immediately before the District Plan consultation commences in April. The document is a 

draft, a good cross representation of the town and a first step in the process. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That the document entitled Preparation of Buntingford Response to Part 1 of East Herts 

District Plan should be referred to the Planning Committee and then Full Council. 

 

Mr Cooper asked if this meant that the Working Group is still in existence. Councillor Warren 

responded that this will be up to the Planning Committee. 

Mr Cooper stated that he would argue that the work that has been undertaken is the most 

professional work done to date on the future of Buntingford, mirroring the District Plan. The Town 

Plan does not have the impact and we should capitalise on that work. 
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Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That the four people involved in producing the “Preparation for a Buntingford Response to Part 

I of East Herts District Plan” plus a member of the Planning Committee are part of moving 

forward with the document in whatever format. 

 

393. NEIGHBOURHHOD PLAN. 

The Chairman stated that he had looked through publications on preparing a Neighbourhood Plan. It 

is the responsibility of the Town Council to take the lead on a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Following a proposal, second and a unanimous vote it was 

RESOLVED 

That a Working Group is formed to consider the implications of producing a neighbourhood Plan. 

 

Councillor Bonner recommended that all Councillors read the document on Neighbourhood Planning 

published by East Herts Council, this is available on the East Herts web site. 

 

394. TO NOTE/CONSIDER ANY CORRESPINDENCE RECEIVED. 

No correspondence. 

 

395. TO CONSIDER ANY LICENSE APPLICATIONS. 

Premises License with alcohol – Gemeaux Ltd, 31, Oak End, Buntingford. 

 

Councillor Warren stated that we’ve tried to make sure that what is published in the minutes is 

what is said. 

  

  

 

Meeting closed 8.00pm. 

 

 

    Next meeting of the Planning Committee. 14th February 2013. 7.30pm. 


