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MINUTES OF THE BUNTINGFORD ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD AT THE SETH WARD 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, BUNTINGFORD ON THURSDAY 16TH APRIL 2015 AT 7.45PM 

 

Present: Councillors G.Bonner (Town Mayor), Mrs E.Woods, Mrs T.Bonner, J.Ling, Mrs J.Cook, J.Noades 

(Deputy Town Mayor), Mrs D.Lemay, S.Bull, G.Waite, T.Archer. 

 District Councillor J.Jones.  

Town Clerk- Jill Jones and Admin Apprentice – C.Matthews. 

 38 Residents of Buntingford. 

 Sgt D.Wallace. 

 

The Chairman of the Council, Councillor G.Bonner, took the Chair. 

 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were tendered by Oliver Heald MP and Councillor P.Hay 

 

2. TO APPROVE AS A TRUE RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING HELD ON 

17TH APRIL 2014. 

Following a proposal, second and unanimous vote the Minutes were approved. 

 

3. TO INVITE QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR REGARDING SUBMITTED REPORTS FROM  

 LOCAL ORGANISATIONS. 

 There were no questions. 

  

4.  OVERVIEW OF THE COUNCIL YEAR BY COUNCILLOR GRAHAM BONNER – TOWN MAYOR. 

 Councillor Bonner reported as follows: 

 

“Good evening everyone and welcome to Buntingford’s Annual Town Meeting. It has been a pleasure and 

an honour to serve as your mayor for a second year. During the year I have represented Buntingford at 

several civic services and receptions at other towns in the District. This along with various fetes, prize-

givings and sports days has made for a very interesting year. 

In October I had the pleasure of travelling to our twin town Luynes and opening a street named Rue de 

Buntingford. My wife Councillor Bonner and I were made most welcome by our hosts Mayor Bertrand 

Ritouret and his wife Odile. 

In November I once again had the honour of laying a wreath at the extremely well attended Service of 

Remembrance on behalf of the Town and the Council. It is so gratifying that attendance at the Service 

grows every year - certainly we in Buntingford shall never forget those who for our tomorrow gave their 

today. 

It has been a busy year for the town and The Carnival was as usual a huge success. The organising 

committee deserve a huge amount of thanks for the considerable time and effort that they put in to 

ensure the event runs like clockwork. I know only too well how time consuming event organisation is. Our 

other events included the Classic Car Show, the Christmas Market and the Lights of Love ceremony. We 

also organised 2 exhibitions to mark the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of WW1. Again I would like 

to thank those people who gave so freely of their time to make these events such a success.  

The Town Council appreciates and commends the diverse range of groups and organisations we have in 

the town and with a limited grant budget we have been able to assist amongst others, the Carnival 

Committee, East Herts Diversionary Activities (for summer activities for youth), Community Garden, 

Twinning, Chamber of Commerce, BTFC, Millfield School, Scouts, Bowls Club, Buntingford in Transition 

and Cougars. 

As I said the budget is limited but if your organisation needs assistance, please ask and our Resources 

Committee will be happy to consider it.  

As you will all be aware the most pressing and immediate problem that has faced us over the past year 

is the continued issue of housing development. We still appear to be at the mercy of avaricious land 

owners and developers who care little for Buntingford and its residents but a great deal for their 

bottom lines. The Response Group continues to fight all applications and we currently await final 
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decisions from the Secretary of State for Housing and Planning on Aspenden Bridge and Wheatley 2 

and 3. Bovis Homes application for c400 dwellings has not yet been heard by EHDC. The contempt with 

which developers hold us in is probably best illustrated by Barratt Homes latest application - to 

demolish Buntings and build two five bedroom houses. I can assure you this will be robustly objected to. 

On a connected note Buntingford and the surrounding parishes of Wyddial, Great Hormead, Cottered, 

Aspenden and Chipping and Buckland are ploughing forward with the Neighbourhood Plan. This is a huge 

task but it is making considerable progress. Once complete the Plan will enable us to have a say over the 

way Buntingford and the surrounding parishes develop in the coming years. My colleague Graham Waite 

will give you a brief plan update later. Again thanks must go to the Neighbourhood Planning Forum and 

Team who are heavily engaged in this time consuming task.   

We have also started a project to look at a 'shared space ' scheme for Buntingford. It is in its early 

stages but there will be a presentation later to show the concepts of the scheme. 

The cemetery at Layston is close to being full and a project has been initiated to look at extending the 

cemetery into an adjoining field. Again, in its early stages, but thanks must go to Councillor Waite for 

his efforts on the project so far. 

We continue to receive New Homes Bonus money. At present we have about £100k and we continue to 

work with the community to define ways to best use this money. We have used money this year on the 

cemetery project, the shared space scheme and we have tasked the Youth Council to nominate projects 

that they feel will benefit the youth of our community. 

As you will all be aware national and local elections will take place in May. Several stalwarts of the Town 

Council have decided not to stand for re-election. Our huge thanks therefore go to Eunice Woods, Jean 

Cook and David Ginn for the many years of dedicated service they have given to the Town - they will be 

missed. I have also decided not to stand again this time. This means that there will be no election as 

only 8 people have put their names forward. BTC will therefore be looking to co-opt 4 new Councillors in 

the near future. 

There are so many people in Buntingford who give freely of their time that it seems unfair to single out 

individuals for special thanks. I would however like to offer my heartfelt thanks to a few individuals 

who I think deserve special mention - Steve Bowman, Bob Jackson, Steve Baker and Neil Greig for their 

untiring efforts in preparing documentation and evidences for our battles with EHDC and developers. 

Ken Durrant for always being available when any events are taking place. Sergeant Duncan Wallace who 

with his dedicated band of Officers and PCSO's manages to keep Buntingford safe and relatively crime 

free.  

I would like to thank my fellow Councillors and Council staff for supporting me during the past year. 

Also thanks to the many organisations in the town for making Buntingford the thriving community that 

it is.  

Thanks to my Deputy for the year Councillor Noades and to Councillor Waite for always being available 

for critical meetings. 

A final special thanks to our Town Clerk Jill Jones - her work rate during this trying year has been 

prodigious and I hold her efforts on behalf of the Town in the very highest esteem. 

 

5. PRESENTATIONS: 

Presentation from Phil Jones Associates on proposed Shared Space Scheme for Buntingford. 

Councillor Ling introduced representatives from Phil Jones Associates who gave a presentation on the 

proposed Shared Space Scheme for Buntingford. 

Following the presentation questions and comments included: 

Will S106 monies fund the scheme? 

Think the High Street needs more attention than just a tweak. 

How does the scheme fit in with proposed Highways work as a result of new development? 

 

Presentation from Councillor Graham Waite on the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Questions and comments included: 

How long before a referendum. 

Who appoints the Inspector? 

Will the District plan be published before the Neighbourhood Plan? 
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Congratulations to those who have worked so hard on the neighbourhood Plan. 

 

6. QUESTIONS FROM THE FLOOR. 

Councillor Mrs Teresa Bonner – Stated that the Library has been moved to Tier 2 meaning it will stay 

open. However, HCC still want to move the service to another location and the surveyor has been on site 

this week looking at the current High Street location and the Fire Station. Councillor Mrs Bonner asked 

those present to email Francis Button at HCC asking to keep the Library in the High Street. 

 

District Councillor Jeff Jones – Thanked Councillor Graham Bonner for everything he’s done during his 

time in office. 

 

 

The Chairman thanked all those present for attending. 

 

 

 

Meeting closed 9.25pm. 


